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Abstract 
 

This work is an attempt to present a descriptive analysis of the morphosyntactic properties of 

Pahari verbs. The study identifies that the verbal forms in Pahari are regular and inflect for tense, 

mood, aspect, gender, and number. Majority of the verb roots in Pahari are intransitive. 

Transitive verbs in Pahari are formed from the Intransitive verb root through vowel modification 

and affixation.  Causative verbs in Pahari can be derived through vowel modification and 

suffixation. Indirect causatives formation is a two-step process. First, the direct causatives are 

formed from the intransitive verbal root and then the indirect causative verbs are formed from 

these direct causative verbal roots simply by adding the suffix /aː/. Suffixation is the most 

common process for the derivation of direct causatives. The infinitive suffix /nɑː/ is added to a 

verb root to form infinitives in Pahari. Furthermore, Pahari verb morphology indicates the use 

of three participles: perfective, imperfective and conjunctive. These participles function either 

as adverbs or adjectives. Pahari Double verbs are formed by combining an inflected verb with a 

non-inflected verb while conjunct verbs consist of two words: an inflected verb with another 

word-either a noun or an adjective. 
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1. Introduction 

 

Pahari belongs to one of the sub-groups of Indo-Aryan subfamilies spoken in in both India and 

Pakistan. Grierson (1917) glossed the term Pahari as the language of people who live on 

mountains. He used this term to classify the languages of the Himalayan and adjoining ranges 

that spread from Kashmir to East Nepal. Pahari is classified by Grierson (1917) with some 

other Indo-Aryan languages in a group called ‘Lahnda’. He classifies Pahari languages into 

three main groups. The first group is the Western Pahari that is spoken in Shimla Hills and 

Western Kashmir. He called second group Eastern Pahari this includes only one language, 

Nepali and he named third group of Pahari the central Pahari languages that include languages 

like Garhwali and Kumaoni spoken in India. 

 

Estimates of the number of Pahari speakers in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJ&K), Pakistan 

varies depending on the source. The 1998 census report states that there are 2.973 million 

Pahari speakers in the state of AJ&K which is estimated to have risen to around 4.059 million 

by the year 2011 (Shakil, 2011). Pahari is also spoken by the immigrants to the UK from 

Pakistan held state of Azad Kashmir. In fact, Pahari being spoken by a large majority of the 

immigrant from Pahari speaking areas of Azad Kashmir is considered the largest South Asian 

language in UK. According to Lothers and Lothers (2013), no of Pahari speakers in UK is 

about 0.6 million. Adalat (2014) is of the view that 80% to 90% of immigrants from Pakistan 

are in fact of Kashmiri origin. According to him nearly all of the people immigrated to the to 

UK are from the state of Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan, speak Pahari. This arguably makes 

Pahari the largest language in Britain after English. 

 

Although the number of Pahari speaker constitutes millions it is one of the non-scheduled 

languages spoken in the state of AJ&K, Pakistan. Pahari does not have its own script. Shakil 

(2004) assert that Pahari was written in Sharda script which was developed by Buddhist monks. 

This script was given this name on the name of valley ‘Sharda’ a place situated in Neelum 

Valley, Muzaffarabad, AJ&K. According to Shakil (2004) Pahari was initially written in Landa 

script which is a form of Sharda which was invented by Buddhists. 

 

This study tried to achieve the objectives: a) to explore the morphosyntactic properties of 

Pahari verb; and b) to highlight the process of non-finite verbs formation in Pahari. Moreover, 

in order to achieve the mentioned research objectives, the present study aims to answer the 

research questions: a) what are the morphosyntactic properties of Pahari verb? and b) what is 

the process to form the non-finite verbs in Pahari? 

 

2. Literature review 

 

Pahari is a lesser studied endangered language. Recently few studies have been conducted to 

document some of the aspects of the language. Among these studies, Ahmad (2002) presented 

a comparative study of English and Pahari. Niazi (2003) presented a phonological analysis of 

the Pahari language focusing on its sounds inventory. He reports that Pahari has 38 consonants 

and 22 vowels and there are no diphthongs in Pahari. Lothers and Lothers (2010) conducted a 

sociolinguistic survey of the Pahari and Pothwari language. Primarily two districts from 

Pakistan i.e., Rawalpindi and Abbottabad were considered in this survey while they included 

just three districts out of ten districts from AJ&K in their survey i.e., Muzaffarabad, Bagh, and 

Mirpur as they claim that it was difficult to obtain information about this area. So, the survey 
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by Lothers and Lothers (2010) cannot be considered a comprehensive survey of Pahari 

language spoken in AJ&K.  

Khan and Bukhari (2011) worked on the phonological adaptation of English loan words in 

Pahari language. “Phonology of Pahari: Segmental and Supra Segmental Features” by Khan 

(2012) is a doctoral dissertation that gives a detail description of Pahari phonology. The 

primary contribution of this work lies in its documentation of phonemes in the language. He 

gives a basic overview of Pahari phonology as spoken in district Bagh and reports 30 

consonants, 12 oral vowels, 4 nasal vowels and 6 diphthongs in Pahari. Khalique (2012) 

investigated the basic word order of Pahari and its clause structure in the theoretical framework 

‘Minimalist Program’ by Chomsky. She claims that the unmarked word order in Pahari is SOV. 

According to her, apart from SOV word order, there can be different word orders in Pahari for 

different pragmatic functions.   

A study on Pahari language shift 10 was conducted by Sarwar (2014). In his study, he has 

looked into the current status of Pahari language in and around the vicinity of Rwalakot in the 

district Poonch AJ&K. He asserts that there is a language shift in the use of younger generation 

of Pahari native speakers due to the subdued status compared to Urdu and English. According 

to Khalique (2018) Pahari shares many of the typological features of South-Asian languages. 

It is basically SOV word order language in which noun is followed by postposition, the noun 

as a head is preceded by pronominal adjective, the adverb always precedes the verb, and the 

main verb is followed by the auxiliary. 

The review of the existing literature on language shows that no research has yet been 

conducted to investigate the verb morphology of Pahari. In order to fill this gap, the present 

study is an attempt to describe Pahari verb morphology. 

 

3.  Methodology 

 

This study used a qualitative approach with the descriptive research design and is based on 

primary data obtained through field visit from the Pahari speakers living in district Sudhnoti 

AJ&K. The primary source of data for this work was consisted of audio recordings, from ten 

Pahari speakers, both male and female, ranging in age from thirty to about seventy. The bulk 

of the corpus was consisted of personal and traditional narratives, folklores and myths and a 

list of vocabulary. Though there is no doubt that naturally occurring speech proves to be the 

best data for any research, such data alone will not be enough for a comprehensive study. As 

such, the researcher had to rely on some elicitation tactics. The audio corpus was supplemented 

by field notes, and targeted elicitations were also conducted in order to fill in patterns and 

complete information. A judgment test was also conducted to verify the acceptability and the 

grammaticality of some constructions. 

 

4. Analysis and discussion  

 

4.1. Verb in Pahari  

 

Lyons (1968) defines the verb as a part of speech that shows inflections for tense, mood, 

person, and number but not for case. According to Dixon (2010) cross linguistically verb is 

the words class that always includes words that denote actions. The verb in Pahari has four 

forms: an unmarked form or the root, and marked forms that are perfective, imperfective and 
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infinitive respectively. These forms of verb in Pahari are regular and inflect for tense, mood, 

aspect, gender and number. The root form can be either transitive or intransitive. The direct 

and indirect causatives and infinitives are formed from the root by suffixation. The following 

section discusses the inflectional and morphological properties of Pahari non-finite verbs. 

 

4.2. The verb root in Pahari  

 

Simple root is the part of verb, which remains when all elements indicating person and number 

have been discarded (Barjasteh, 2003). The form of the verb which may be termed as the root 

in Pahari is the imperative in the second person singular. Most verbal roots in Pahari are 

monosyllabic, but as the table-1 shows, other verb roots structures are also found in Pahari. A 

large majority of Pahari verb root has the monosyllabic CVC structure. The root verbs are listed 

together with their structures in table-1. The majority of verb roots are monosyllabic in the 

data. The most frequent structure is CVC followed by CV in the data. The Bisyllabic stems are 

not common in Pahari. They make up a small proportion of all verbs. Trisyllabic roots were 

not found in the corpus. The roots can also undergo a process called causativisation in which 

suffixes are added as part of the stem to increase the valency of the verb.  

 
Table-1: Simple verb root 

Verb Root Structure Meanings 

ɑː V come 

lɑː CV wear/attach                              

ʈʃɑː CV lift 

pʌn CVC break                              

hɪn CVC buy 

po:ɽ CVC catch 

kʌdʒ CVC cover    

ʈʃʌvɑː CVCV conceal                          

ʈʃɪʈʃlɑː CVCCV  cry 

t̪ʌriːk  CVCVC drag                                

sʊd̪ʊr CVCVC  be correct 

ʊɖʊr VCVC fly        

 

4.3. Verb sub-classes  

Verbs in a language can be divided into subclasses according to the number of arguments they 

require in a clause (Payne, 1997). The simple verb root in Pahari can be classified into three 

classes: transitive, ditransitive and intransitive.  
 

4.3.1. Transitive verbs  

 

A transitive verb states a relation between two participants in a construction such that one of 

the participants acts upon or towards the other. Strictly speaking, transitive verbs always appear 

in a transitive clause with at least two arguments. Out of these two arguments one functions as 

the subject and the other as the direct object (Payne, 1997). The objects of transitive verbs in 

Pahari generally play the semantic role of patient. It may be marked nominative or accusative 

depending on the context. In the perfective aspect, a transitive verb takes a nominative object 

and the subject is marked for ergative case. The verb in the clause agrees with its object.  
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 1. a. kɔɪe peɖ ko:ɵi: 

  man.ERG. M.SG. sheep. NOM.F.SG. slughter. PST.F.SG. 

  ‘The man slaughtered the sheep.’ 

      

  kʊɽɪɑ  kɑː kʌpɪɑ 

 b. girl. ERG. F.SG. grass. NOM.M.SG. cut. PERF.M.SG. 

  ‘The girl cut the grass.’ 

 

In the imperfective aspect, both the subject and the object appear as nominative and the 

transitive verb agrees with the subject, as shown in example (2). 

 

2. a.  kɔɪɑ kʌkɽi: ʈʃʰɪlnɑː 

  man.NOM. M.SG. cucumer.NOM.F.SG. peel.IMP.M.SG. 

  ‘The man is peeling cucumber.’ 

 b. kʊɽi: kɑː kʌpniː 

  girl.NOM.F.SG.  grass.NOM.M.SG. cut.IMP.F.SG. 

  ‘The girl is cutting the grass.’ 

 

In the above example the verbs ʈʃʰɪlnɑː ‘peel’ and kʌpniː ‘cut’ show the gender-number 

agreement with the nominative subjects kɔɪɑ: ‘man’ and kʊɽi: ‘girl’ rather than the objects. 
 

A. Transitive verb derivation 

 

Pahari exhibits most of the intransitive verbal roots. A great number of transitive verbs are 

derived from the Intransitive verb root through vowel modification and affixation processes.  

In Pahari the monosyllabic verb roots ending in /l/, /r/, and /ɽ/ having /ʌ/ as peak are 

transitivised through the vowel gradation process. The mid short vowel /ʌ/ in the root is 

replaced with the low long vowel /a:/. Compare the verbal roots with the derived transitives in 

the table 2: 
 

Table-2: Transitive verb derived through vowel modification 

Intransitive Root Gloss Transitive Gloss 

bʌl be burn                               bɑːl burn 

gʌl be melt gɑːl melt 

kʌɽ                          be boil                                 kɑːɽ boil 

mʌr die mɑːr beat/kill 

pʌl be bring up                         pɑːl bring up 

 

Another set of transitive verbs is derived from the intransitive roots by adding the suffix ɑ: to 

the root. The simple verbal root bʌn in (3a), means ‘make oneself’ or ‘become’. In example 

(3b) the transitive verb bʌnɑː that is derived from the root bʌn, means ‘make someone or 

something’ or ‘create something’.  

 
Table-3: Transitive verbs derived through suffixation  

Intransitive Roots  Gloss Transitive  Gloss  

sʊk be dry sʊkɑ: dry  

Pek be cook                               pekɑ:  cook  

bʌn become bʌna: make  
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3. a. ʈʃʌŋgɑː bə̃ndɑː bʌn 

  good.M.SG. man.M.SG. become. 

  ‘Be a good man.’ 

        b. mʌstre mẽ-ki ʈʃʌŋgɑː bəñdɑː bʌnjɑː 

  teacher-M.SG me-ACC good.M.SG man.M.SG Made 

  ‘The teacher made me a good man.’ 

 

4.3.2. Intransitive verbs  

Payne (1997) defines an intransitive verb as a verb that describes a property, situation or state 

involving only one participant.  In Pahari, like other languages, the intransitive verb functions 

as the predicate of verbal clause with one argument that grammatically functions as the subject. 

In the perfective and imperfective aspects, the subject of an intransitive verb is never marked 

for agentive case rather intransitive verb displays a subject marked with absolutive case and 

the intransitive verb agrees with subject. 
 

  4. a. kʊt̪e:     sʊt̪ene: 

  dog. NOM.M.PL. sleep.IMP.M.PL. 

  ‘The dogs are sleeping.  

 b.  kʰɔt̪ɑː nʌsnɑː  

  donkey.NOM.M.SG. run.IMP.M.SG. 

  ‘The donkey is running.' 

 

The sentences in (4a-b) contain intransitive verbs sʊt̪ene: ‘to sleep’ and nʌsnɑː 'to run'. As 

intransitive verbs, they take one argument, kʊt̪e:  'dogs' and kʰɔt̪ɑː ‘donky’ respectively.  
 

4.3.3. Ditransitive verbs 

 

Di-transitive verb takes a subject and two core arguments that are often termed as direct and 

indirect objects respectively (Dryer, 2007). Dixon and Aikhenvald (2000) call di-transitive 

verbs ‘extended transitive’ as a core argument is added to a transitive clause. Di-transitive 

clauses are common in Pahari due to the wide-range semantic functions carried out by the 

indirect object. Examples of di-transitive verbs in Pahari are given in example (5). 
 

   5. a. ɑbe mẽ-ki Pese dɪt̪e 

  father.ERG.M.SG.  me.DAT. money.NOM. M.PL.  give.PST.M.PL.  

  ‘The father gave me money.’ 

 b. ɑmmĩ:  mʌndʒiː-kiː kɑː  bɑjɑː 
  mother. ERG. 

F.SG.   
buffalo.DAT.F.SG. money. M.SG. put. PERF.M.SG  

  ‘The mother gave grass to the buffalo.’  
 

Sometimes, in di-transitive constructions the speakers drop one of the objects when the object 

is implicit from the context.     

               

  6. a. mẽ dɔkɑːndʌre-ki:  pese dɪt̪e 

  I.ERG.SG. shopkeeper.DAT. money.NOM. give. PERF.M.PL. 

  ‘I gave money to the shopkeeper.’ 
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4.4. Causatives 

 

Causativisation is the process through which the valency of a root verb can be increased 

(Comrie, 1985; Kachru, 2006). There are different ways in which causation is indicated in 

different languages. Pahari exhibits the phenomenon of derivational or morphological 

causatives with two subclasses; direct causative and indirect causative. Pahari indicates 

causation with the help of suffixation and vowel modification.  
 

4.4.1. Direct causatives  

 

Pahari employs different derivational processes to form direct causatives. Among the the most 

commonly used derivational process is suffixation.  

 
A. Direct causative derived through suffixation 

 

The root of a majority of the direct causative can be formed by adding the suffix /aː/ with 

intransitive verb root. When the causative suffix /a:/ is added to the intransitive root, the tone 

shifts to the second syllable in derived causative. For illustration consider the data in the shown 

in table-4. 

 
Table-4: Direct causative derived through suffixation  

Root  Gloss Direct Causative Gloss 

 

bo:l                      say                                bo:lɑː make x to say 

bʊdʒ listen                    bʊdʒɑː  make x to listen 

hʌs Laugh hʌsɑː  make x laugh 

nʌs Run nʌsɑː make x to run 

 

The direct causatives are usually formed from an inherently intransitive verb root as it can be 

observed in the above given data. An intransitive verb becomes transitive when the causative 

suffix is added to the root. Just like inherently transitive verbs, they also need two arguments. 

Examples of intransitive verbs and their causative counterparts, used in sentences, can be seen 

in table-7. Grammatically, the verb in (7a) is intransitive whereas the causative verb in (7b), 

behaves as transitive verb, with the causer kʊt̪a: ‘dog’ in the role of subject, and the causee 

bɪli: ‘cat’ in the role of direct object.  
 

    7.  a.                    dʒʌldi: nʌs   
   quickly run  
  ‘Run quickly.’  

  b.                   kʊt̪e    bɪlɪɑ-ki:  nʌsɑːyɑː 

  dog.ERG. M.SG.    cat.ACC.F.SG. run.CAUS.PST. 

  ‘The dog made the cat to run.’ 

 

B. Direct causative derived through vowel modification 

 

The derivation of some of the direct causative verbs involves the vowel  alternation. The /l/ and 

/r/ ending monosyllabic intransitive verb roots having /ʊ/ as peak derive their causatives by 

replacing /ʊ/ with /o:/ in the derived causative root. Some examples are shown in table-5 below.  
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Table-5: Direct causative derived through vowel modification 

Verb  

Root  

Gloss Direct  

Causative 

Gloss 

dʒʊl Go dʒo:l cause x to go 

tʊr Move to:r cause x to move 

mʊɽ come back mo:ɽ cause x to come back 

 

C. Direct causative derived from vowel final roots 

 

The vowel final monosyllabic roots form their causative with the addition of suffix /vɑːl/ to the 

root. The use of the suffix /vɑːl/ results into the deletion of the stem final vowel in the derived 

causative root. The data given below refers to the direct causative formation from vowel final 

monosyllabic roots. 
 

 Table-6:  Direct Causative derived from vowel final roots 

 Verb Root  Gloss Direct Causative  Gloss 

seʰ  Sleep svɑːl cause x to sleep 

nɑʰː                    take bath                               nvɑːl cause x to take bath 

kʰaː  Eat kʰvɑːl cause x to eat 

 

In verb roots ending in vowel /i:/ and /e/ , the suffix  /ja:l / is added to derive the first causal 

verbal roots. On adding suffix /ja:l/ the long vowel of pi: is shortened while in beh the /h/ sound 

is deleted. This process of causative derivation is not so productive, just two examples were 

found in the data that are given in the table-7 below. 
 

Table-7: Causative derived from roots ending in long vowel 

Root Gloss Direct Causatives Gloss 

pi:  drink  pɪjɑːl  cause x to drink 

beʰ: Sit beʰjɑːl cause x to sit 

 

4.4.2. Indirect causative  

 

In Pahari, both transitive and intransitive verbs can be causativized. The indirect causatives are 

formed from intransitive verbal roots in two-steps. First the direct causatives are formed from 

the intransitive verbal root and then suffix /aː/ is added with these direct causative verbal roots 

to form indirect causative verbs.  Majority of direct causative roots ending in consonants, form 

their indirect causative counterparts in this fashion. See the table-8 below. 
 

Table-8: Indirect causatives derived from intransitive roots with suffix /aː/ 

Transitive       

  Roots 

Direct 

Causatives 

Indirect  

Causatives 

 Gloss 

tʊr to:r to:rɑː have someone to make x to move 

mʊɽ mo:ɽ mo:ɽɑː have someone to make x to come back 

seʰ svɑːl svɑːlɑː have someone to make x to sleep 

nɑʰː nvɑːl nvɑːlɑː have someone to make x to take bath 

kʰɑː kʰvɑːl kʰvɑlɑː have someone to make x to eat 

piː pɪjɑːl pɪjɑːlɑː have someone to make x to drink 

beʰ bɪjɑːl bɪjɑːlɑː have someone to make x to sit 
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In order to causitivize monosyllabic verb roots ending in /l/, /r/, /ɽ/ and /t/ having /a/ as peak, 

first these intransitive roots are transitivised by replacing mid short vowel /a/ in the root with 

the low long vowel a: These transitivized verbs then take causative suffix /a:/. Consequently, 

an indirect causative verb form is derived. Compare the verb roots with the derived causative 

in the below table-9. 

 
Table-9: Indirect casuatives derived from intransitive through vowel modification 

Verb 

Root 

Gloss  Transitive Indirect  

Causative 

Gloss 

pʌl  be bring up                         pɑːl pɑːlɑː  make someone to bring up x  

bʌl be burn                               bɑːl bɑːlɑː  make someone to burn x  

gʌl be melt gɑːl gɑːlɑː  make someone to melt x  

kʌɽ                           be boil                                 kɑːɽ kɑːɽɑː make someone to boil x  

ʈʃʌr ascend  ʈʃɑːr ʈʃɑːrɑː  make someone to ascend x  

sʌɽ Burn sɑːɽ sɑːɽɑː  make someone to burn x  

mʌr Die mɑːr mɑːrɑː  make someone to kill/beat x  

 

Some of the indirect causatives are derived from the direct causative verb roots ending in 

vowels by adding /vɑː/. See the data in the below table-10. 
 

Table-10: Indirect causative derived through infixation  

Direct 

Causative 

Indirect 

Causatives 

Gloss 

kʰlɑː kʰlɑːvɑː have someone to cause x to stand 

bʌnɑː bʌnɑːva have someone to make 

sʊkɑː sʊkɑːvɑː have someone to make x dry 

pekɑː pekɑːvɑː have someone to cause x to cook 

tɑːh tɑhvɑː have someone to cause x to fall 

pi: pi:va have someone to cause x to grind 

 

The derivation of indirect causative verbs from the inherently transitive verb roots is a 

straightforward process. The inherently transitive roots form only the indirect causatives with 

the addition of the suffix /aː/. Consider the data in the table-11 below where both the transitive 

and the indirect causatives forms are found, but not the direct causative.     
 

Table-11: Indirect causatives derived from transitive roots 

Transitive Roots Gloss Indirect                   

Causatives 

Gloss 

 

kʊt               beat                                kʊtɑː make x to beat y 

kʌp                        cut                                  kʌpɑː cause x to cut y 

hɪn  buy                                 hɪnɑː cause x to buy  y 

po:ndʒ  clean                          po:ndʒɑː cause x to clean y 

pɔɽ                     catch                              pɔɽɑː cause x to catch y 

kʰʌn  Dig kʰʌnɑː  cause x to dig y 

kʌs Rub kʌsɑː cause x to rub y 

 

While a transitive clause has a subject and an object, their derived indirect causative 

counterparts introduce a new argument in the causer or the agent of the action.  Examples of 

such indirect causatives are given in the following sentences.  
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  8.  a. ʈʃɑ:ʈʃe kʊkɽiː ko:ɵiː   

  uncle.ERG. M.SG.  hen. NOM.F.SG.  slaughter. PST.F.SG.    

  ‘The uncle slaughtered the hen.’  

 b. ʈʃɑ:ʈʃe dʒʌngt̪e ko:lɑː kʊkɽi: ko:vɑɪ  

  uncle. 
ERG.M.SG. 

boy.M.SG.INST. hen.NOM. slaughter.F.SG.CAUS.  

  ‘The uncle got the boy to slaughter the hen.’  

 

The example shows the transitive perfective verb with direct object in (8a) and the causative 

verb with both direct object and the indirect object in (8b). In (8b), ʈʃɑ:ʈʃɑ: ‘the uncle’ is the 

causer subject, dʒʌngt̪ ‘the boy’ is the causee and kukɽi: ‘hen’ is the affected entity. 
 

4.5. Complex verbs in Pahari 

 

The main component of Pahari verb phrase is the root verb. Most of the verbs used in Pahari 

sentences are simple consisting of single word, but there are some verbs that need other words 

in the construction to represent a state of being or an activity. There are verbs that are composed 

of two words such as N+V, Adj+V and V1+V2. These classes of verbs are termed as ‘complex 

predicates’ in the literature. Complex predicates are defined as predicates that are comprised 

of more than one grammatical element; each of the elements contributes it’s part of the 

information related with a head (Sharma, 1982; Butt, 1995). The following section discusses 

the types of complex verbal constructions in Pahari. 
 

4.5.1. Conjunct verbs 

 

The main component of Pahari verb phrase is the root verb. Most of the verbs used in Pahari 

are simple consisting of single word, but Pahari also has complex verbs that consist of two 

words such as conjunct verbs and double verbs. An inflected verb is combined with a non-

inflected verb to form Double verbs while conjunct verbs are composed of an inflected verb 

and another word-either an adjective or a noun. The conjunct verbal construction makes a 

verbal form out of a noun or an adjective. The verbs such as kʌrnɑː ‘to do’, lɑːnɑː ‘to attach’, 

ʌʃnɑː ‘to come’ bə̃nɑː ‘to put/ to tell’, lʌɣnɑː ‘to attach’ are the most frequently used verbs in 

conjunct verbal constructions in Pahari. These verbs take all the verbal inflections. Conjunct 

verbs in Pahari have the following structure:  
 

                              Noun/Adjective   + Verb (Verbalizer)     
     
                                   Table-9:  Conjunct verbs  

   Adj/Noun+verb  Derived Conjunct Verb Gloss  

  beɪzt̪iː + kʌrnɑː  beɪzt̪iː kʌrnɑː to insult  

   rʌŋ +lɑ̃ːnɑː  rʌŋ lɑ̃ːnɑː to colour  

  kʌm +ʌʃnɑː kʌm ʌʃnɑː to help  

   ʈʃʌngɑː+ lʌɣnɑː  ʈʃʌngɑː lʌɣnɑː  to like   

 

 9. 

 

a. 

 

ʊs 

 

mɑɽiː 

 

beɪzt̪iː 

 

kɪt̪iː 

  he-ERG. my.F.SG. insult.F.SG. do. PST.F.SG. 

  ‘He insulted me.’ 
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 b. mẽ pɪt̪e-kiː rʌŋ lɑːjɑː 

  I.ERG. door-DAT.M.SG. colour.M.SG. attach.PST.M.SG. 

  ‘I painted the door.’ 

   

 

In example (9a) beɪzt̪iː ‘insult’ is a noun which is combined with the verb kʌrnɑː ‘to do’ to 

make the conjunct verb beɪzt̪iː kʌrnɑː ‘to insult’. In example (9b), conjunct verb is   rʌŋ lɑːnɑː 

‘to colour’ that is composed of the noun rʌŋ ‘colour’ and the verb lɑːnɑː 

 

Besides nouns adjectives can also precede the verb in conjunct verb construction. For example:  
 

 10. a. mʌsiː kʌr sɑːf  kʌrniː   

  aunt. NOM.F.SG. house.M.SG. clean do.IMP. F.SG.  

               The aunt is cleaning the house.’   

 b. e  kʊɽt̪iː mẽ kiː ʈʃʌngiː  lɣniː  

  This shirt.F.SG. I.DAT. good.F.SG. attch. IMPF.F.SG.  

        ‘I like this shirt.’  

 

The adjective for “clean” in Pahari is ‘sɑːf ‘however, when the adjective sa:f ‘clean’ is  

combined the verb  kʌrnaː ‘to do’ it forms the conjunct verb ‘sɑːf kʌrnaː’ that gives the 

meanings “to clean.” 
 

The meaning of verb in conjunct construction depends upon the noun or adjective which 

precedes the verb. The same verb has different meaning with different nouns. As the following 

example (11) demonstrates.  
 

 11. a. kɔɪje mə̃ndʒiː kiː  kɑː bɑːjɑː  

  man.ERG M.SG. buffalo. DAT.F.SG. grass put.PST.M.SG  

  The man gave grass to the buffalo.’ 

   

 b. Tu  mẽ ki: ki: b ɑːjɑː  

  you I.DAT. something tell.PST.M.SG  

  ‘You told me something.’  

 

The typical meaning of the verb bə̃nɑː in Pahari is ‘to put’. But as it can be seen in example 

(11a-b) that verb bɑːnɑː gives different meanings in the environment of different nouns. In 

(11a), it is used in the sense of ‘give’ whereas in (11b) it gives the meaning of ‘tell’.  
 

4.5.2. Compound verbs 

The second type of complex verbs is referred to as compound verbs in South Asian literature. 

A compound verb is the complex predicate, having sequence V1V2 that functions as a single 

finite verb and where V2 adds some aspectual meanings only, so does not contribute its lexical 

meanings (Sharma,1982). The semantics of the compound verb is derived from the main or 

polar verb. The second verb of the sequence often termed as vector verb is semantically 

relexicalized. The vector verb does not retain its lexical meaning and functions as an auxiliary 

verb. It, however, plays an important role in replicating the meaning of the polar or main verb. 

Furthermore, it is the vector verb that bears inflectional markers. Pahari makes use of the 

following light verbs in compound verb constructions as shown table-13.  
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Table-13: Compound verbs in Pahari 

V2(light verbs) V1   + V2 Compound verbs Gloss 

ɑː hɪni: +   ɑː hɪni: ɑː Bring 

ʃo:ɽ kʌri: +   ʃo:ɽ kʌri: ʃo:ɽ Do 

dɪt̪ɑː hɪni: +  dɪt̪ɑː hɪni: dɪt̪ɑː Get 

rʌɪ   kʰɑɪ +   rʌɪ   kʰɑɪ rʌɪ   Ate 

 kʰʌlt̪i:  sʌɪ +   kʰʌlt̪i:  sʌɪ kʰʌlt̪i:  Slept 

 

Each of the light verbs given in the above table-13 can be combined with a variety of verbs to 

add extra details to the core meaning of that verb.    
                           

12. a. ʊs ʌm kʰʌɪ  ʃo:ɽɪɑː             

  he mango.M.SG. eat. leave.PST.M.SG.  

  ‘He has eaten mango’ 

       

 b. mẽ ɑpnɑː kʌm kʌri:  ʃo:ɽɪjɑː  

  I own work do leave.PST.M.SG. 

  ‘I have done my wor 

 

The above examples demonstrate that a compound verb is formed with a sequence of V1 and 

V2 in which V1 that is the main verb, exclusively contributes to the meanings of the compound 

verbs, while the V2 i.e., the light verb gets semantically delexicalized and functions as an 

auxiliary in the complex predicate and carries all the grammatical information.  Despite the 

fact that there are two verbs present in these examples, yet they refer to one event, namely 

‘eating’, ‘doing’ and ‘bringing’.  
 

4.6. Participles 

 

There are of three types of participles in Pahari: perfective, imperfective and conjunctive. These 

participles’ function either as adjectives or adverbs and. The following section elaborates the 

formation and the function of participles in Pahari:  
 

4.6.1. Conjunctive participle 

 

The conjunctive participle is formed with the past form of verb plus the conjunction /te/ ‘and’. 

It frequently functions as an adverb and used in linked sentences in which two verbs having 

the same subject express an action happening before one another. From these sequential 

actions, the first action is expressed with a conjunctive participle.             
          

13. a. ʊs kʌr ɑːʈʃʰiː  t̪e ro:ttiː kʰɑːd̪iː 

  he/she. home come. And beard.NOM .F.S. eat.PERF F.SG. 

  ‘He/she took meal after coming home.’ 

 

Occasionally, the conjunction /te/ can be dropped, and the verb stem can be used as a 

conjunctive participle.     
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  14. a. o:   t̪ʊsẽ   d̪ekʰiː nʌsiːei  
  she you.HON. seeing run.  

  ‘Upon seeing you, she has run away.’ 

  b. o: mẽ kiː dekʰiː ro:ne  lʌɣiː 

  she Me Seeing weep.IMPF attach.IMPF. 

  “Upon seeing me, she began to weep.’  

 

4.6.2. Perfective participles   

 

The suffixes /a:/, /i:/, /e/ and /ɪɑ̃/ are added to the verbal stem to form a perfective participle. 

These suffix mark number and gender agreement with the noun. Table-14 shows the patterns 

for the verb pʌdʒ ‘break’ 
 

Table-14: Perfect participles suffixes  

Number Gender Perfect Participle  

Singular  Masculine pʌdʒɑː 

Plural  Masculine pʌdʒe  

Singular Feminine  pʌdʒiː 

Plural  Feminine pʌdʒɪɑ̃ 

 

A few verbs given in the table-15 below form the perfect participles in an irregular way. 

Irregular verbs will maintain the /a:/, /i:/, /e/ and  /ɪɑ̃/  suffixes  but the root of the verb shows 

internal modifications.  
 

Table-15:  Formation of perfect participle from irregular verbs     

Verbs 

  

Gloss          Perfective Participles 

 M.SG. F.SG M.PL F.PL. 

kʰɑː  eat kʰɑːd̪ɑː kʰɑːd̪iː kʰɑːd̪e kʰɑːd̪ɪɑ̃ 

piː  drink piːt̪ɑː  piːt̪iː  pi:t̪e  piːt̪ɪɑ̃  

nɑː  take bath nɑ: t̪ɑː nɑːt̪iː nɑːt̪e nɑːt̪ɪɑ̃ 

hɪn  take  hɪndɑː  hɪndiː  hɪnde  hɪndɪɑ̃ 

 

The Perfective participle is often followed by the empathetic particle /nɑː/. The addition of 

/nɑː/ explicitly expresses a state. The particle /nɑː/ agrees with the main participle in number 

and gender. For instance, consider the following sentence:            
                     
 15. a. dʒʌngʊt̪ bedʒɪɑ nɑː  

  boy.NOM.M.SG. sit.PERF.M.SG.   

  ‘The boy is seated.’ 

 

Perfect participle can be used as predicative and attributive adjectives. Like regular adjectives, 

the perfect participle can be used to assign a state to a noun in the structure. The perfective 

participles agree with the modified noun in number, gender, and case: 
 

 16.  mẽ  ʊɵiː bedʒɪɑ-nɪɑ kʊɽɪɑ-ki kɪt̪ɑːb deɪ  ʃo:ɽiː 

   I there seated.F.SG. girl.DAT. book.F.SG. give leave.F.SG. 

  ‘I have given the book to the girl who was sitting there.’ 
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Along with the adjectival use the perfect participles in Pahari can also be used adverbially. 

When perfect participles are used adverbially, generally they assume the singular masculine 

oblique form. Adverbial perfective participles can modify the verb of a clause as shown in the 

following example:     

        

 17.  Mẽ ethi  kʰʌlt̪e nɪɑ̃ ʊskiː dekʰjɑː sɑː 

  I.  here standing.M.PL. him.DAT. see.M.SG. be.M.SG.PST 

  ‘Standing here, I saw him.’ 

 

A masculine plural oblique perfect participle followed by the postposition ‘beɣer’ ‘without’ is 

also used in Pahari. It gives the sense of ‘without doing something’. 

 

 18.  o: kʰɑ:d̪e beɣer gɪɑ   tʰiː 

  she eat.M.PL. without go.PST F.SG. be.PERF. 

  ‘She has gone without eating.’ 

 

The reduplicated forms of perfect participles are used to indicate the duration of some past 

events which results in an extended state:      
         
 19.  o: t̪ɪjɑːɽi:  nʌsi nʌsi kʌti geɪ 

  she day.F.SG. Running tired. PERF.F.SG go.PERF.M.SG. 

  ‘Running around all day, she became tired.’ 

 

4.6.3. Imperfective participles  

 

Imperfective participles in Pahari can be used to modify nominal word in a sentence. They can 

be used as adjectives and adverbs. Their formation depends on their function. When they act 

as adjectives, they are formed with the addition of the suffixes /ni:/ /na:/ /nɪɑ̃/ and /ne/ for 

feminine singular, masculine singular, feminine plural and masculine plural respectivelly to the 

verbal root. Table-16 summarises the forms of imperfective participles for the verb nʌs ‘run’. 
 

Table-16:  Imperfective participles form of the verb nʌs ‘run’ 

Number Gender IMPF. Participle forms 

Singular  Masculine nʌsnɑː 

Plural  Masculine nʌsne  

Singular Feminine  nʌsniː 

Plural  Feminine nʌsnɪɑ̃ 

 

The following example (20) demonstrates the use of imperfective participle in Pahari. 
 

 20. a.  ʈʃʌlnɑː   pʌkʰɑː kʰʌlɪjɑː 

    moving.M.SG. fan.NOM.M.SG. stop. PERF.M.SG. 

  ‘The moving fan has stopped.’ 

          

 

Imperfective participle in Pahari can also be used adverbially. The adverbial imperfective 

participles are derived by adding the suffix /nɪɑ̃/ with the verb root. Adverbial Imperfective 

participles are used to indicate the manner of the verb. 
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21. a. kʊɽɪɑ  ro:nɪɑ̃ dʌsɪɑ     

   girl.ERG.F.SG. while weeping  tell.PST.M.SG.     

   ‘The girl told while she was weeping.’   

 b. mẽ ʊs kiː ɑʃnɪɑ̃  dekʰɪɑ  sɑː                         

 I  him while coming see.PST. be.PST.  

 I saw him while coming.’ 

 

4.7. Infinitives  

 

Infinitives are derived by adding the infinitive suffix /nɑː/ with a verb root. The below table-

17 contains the infinitive forms of nʌs ‘run’ as an example. 
 

Table-17: Infinitive formation 

Number Gender Infinitive 

Singular  Masculine nʌsnɑː  

Plural  Masculine nʌsne  

Singular Feminine  nʌsni: 

Plural  Feminine nʌsnɪɑ̃ 

 

The infinitive is usually used in the masculine singular form. However, masculine   plural and 

the feminine forms are used with the model ʈʃʌɪnɑ: ‘should’. 
 

 22. a. t̪u:  gɑlĩ: nei  d̪ʌnɪjɑ̃ː ʈʃʌɪnɪjnɪɑ̃ 

  you.ERG abuse. F.SG. not give.F.PL. should.F.PL. 

  ‘You should not abuse.’ 

   

 b. t̪u: nʌwɑːz pʌɽni: ʌʃni: ʈʃʌɪniː 

  you.ERG prayer.F.SG. read.F.SG. come.F.SG. should.F.SG. 

  ‘You should know how to offer prayer.’ 

 

In (22a) the object gɑlĩ: ‘abuse’ is a plural feminine noun that takes the feminine plural form 

of infinitive similarly in (22b) the singular feminine object nʌwɑːz ‘prayer’ take infinitive in 

singular feminine form. In both the examples the infinitives agree with their respective direct 

objects because the subjects are in ergative case.  
 

4.7.1. The oblique infinitive 

 

In the oblique case, the infinitive suffix is /ne:/ with the verbs that end in consonant as in pʌɽːne: 

‘to study’ whereas the verbs that ends with vowels sound are marked for oblique infinitive 

forms in an irregular way. Consider the examples in the table-18. 
 

Table-18:  Oblique forms of infinitive 

Verbs Oblique infinitive forms Gloss 

nʌs  nʌsne:  to run 

pʌɽ pʌɽːne: to read 

ro: roːne: to weep 

nɑː nɑne: to take bath 
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kʰɑː  kʰɑːd̪e to eat 

pi: pɪt̪e to drink 

seʰ  sʊt̪e to sleep 

 

The oblique form of infinitive, just like an oblique noun, is employed when the infinitive is the 

object of a postposition. Thus, the oblique infinitive functions as a gerund. The oblique forms 

of infinitive are commonly used to complement a verb.  
 

23. a. o:    ʊski: pese:  d̪ɪt̪t̪e:             tĩː    giɑ 

   he   him money.M.PL give.M.PL      for     go.PST.M.SG. 

   ‘He went to give him money.’  

 b. o:     kʰɑd̃e:    tʰĩ:     ɑjɑː 

    they.NOM.M.SG. eat.M.PL.  for    come.PST M.SG. 

   ‘He came to eat.’ 

   

The infinitive d̪ɪt̪t̪e: ‘to give’ in (23a) kʰɑd̃e: ‘to eat’ in (23b) complement the verb ʈʃɑːnɑː 

‘want’, completing the verb ‘wants to run.’ 
 

5. Conclusion  

 

The present study attempted to analyse the morphology of verb in Pahari. It was found that 

Pahari verb regular forms and majority of the verb roots are intransitive. The transitive verbs 

in Pahari are derived from intransitive roots. Both transitive and intransitive verbs in Pahari 

can be causativized. Vowel modification and suffixation are two main processes employed in 

Pahari for causative formation. The most prominent process for the direct causatives’ 

derivation is suffixation. Most of direct causatives are also formed either through vowel change 

or lengthening the stem vowel. Infinitive suffix /nɑː/ is added to a verb root to form infinitives. 

Pahari exhibits three types of participles: conjunctive, imperfective and perfective. These 

participles function as adverbs and adjectives. Double verbs are formed by combining an 

inflected verb with a non-inflected verb. In compound verb, the main verb (V1) also known as 

‘polar verb’ mostly occurs in root/stem form. It conveys the basic meaning of the complex verb 

form, and it usually does not inflect. Conjunct verbs consist of two words: an inflected verb 

with another word-either a noun or adjective. The conjunct verb constructions make a verbal 

form from a noun of an or adjective.  

  

 

References  

 

Adalat, A. (2014). Pahari language and its implications for Britain. Rajdhani Connections. 

http://www.rajdhani.org.uk/a/category/essays/ 

Ahmad, S. (2002). Comparative study of ENGLISH and Pahari language. M. A. Thesis, 

National University of Modern Languages, Islamabad, Pakistan. 

Barjasteh, D. B. (2003). The structure of present and past stems in Balochi compared to old, 

middle and new Persian. Uppsala University. https://www.semanticscholar.org/ 

Butt, M. (1995). The structure of complex predicates in Urdu. PhD Thesis, Centre for the Study 

of Language Publications, Standford University. https://web.stanford.edu 

Comrie, B. (1985). Causative verb formation and other verb-deriving morphology. Language 

Typology and Syntactic Description, 3, 309-348. 



 
A descriptive study of Pahari verb morphology 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JHSMS, 2022, 3(1), 100-116           116 
 

Dixon, R. M. W. (1995). Complement clauses and complementation strategies. In F. R. Palmer 

(Ed.), Grammar and meaning: Essays in honour of Sir John Lyons, (pp. 175–220). 

Cambridge University. 

Dixon, R. M. W., & Aikhenvald A.Y. (Eds). (2000). Changing valency: Case studies in  

Transitivity. Cambridge University. https://assets.cambridge.org  

Dryer, M. S. (2007) Clause Types:  language typology and syntactic description. In Timothy 

Shopen. 1, 224-275. https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/ 

Grierson, G. A. (1917). The Indo-Aryan Vernaculars. BSOS. https://www.jstor.org/stable/  

Kachru, Y. (2006). Hindi (Vol. 12). John Benjamins Publishing.  

https://benjamins.com ›catalog 

Khalique, S. (2012). Clause structure of Pahari in minimalist programme. M.Phil Dissertation 

(pp.71-80).  LAP LAMBERT Academic Publishing. 

Khalique, S. (2018). Pahari language of Azad Kashmir:  A corpus based grammatical 

description. PhD Dissertation, University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir Muzaffarabad, 

Pakistan. 

http://prr.hec.gov.pk/jspui/bitstream/123456789/12249/1/Shahida_Khalique_English_

2018_UAJK_10.04.2019.pdf 

Khan, A. Q., & Bukhari, N. H. (2011). Phonological Adaptation of English Loan Words in 

Pahari. Language in India, 11(1), 61-73.  

Khan, A.Q. (2012). Phonology of Pahari: Segmental and Supra Segmental Features. PhD. 

Dissertation, University of Azad Jammu & Kashmir Muzaffarabad, Pakistan. 

Lothers, M. & Lothers, L. (2010). Pahari and Pothwari: A sociolinguistic Survey. Islamabad 

Summer Institute of Languages. https://www.sil.org/resources/archives/913 

Lothers, M. & Lothers, L. (2013). Mirpuri Immigrants in England: A Sociolinguistic Survey. 

SIL International. https://www.sil.org/resources/archives/48007. 

Lyons, J. (1968). Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University. 

https://www.google.com/search 

Niazi, T. M. (2003). A Phonological Analysis of Pahari Language. PhD. Dissertation, 

University of Glasgow, UK. 

Payne, T. E. (1997). Describing morphosyntax: A guide for field linguistics. Cambridge 

University. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/25680645 

Sarwar, N. (2014). Pahari language in Azad Kashmir exhibiting patterns of language shift. 

M.Phil Dissertation, University of Azad Jammu & Kashmir Muzaffarabad, Pakistan.  

Shakil, M. (2011). The languages of Erstwhile State of Jammu & Kashmir. Academia.edu.  

Shakil, M. (Ed.). (2004). Chitka. International Pahari Society (pp. 9-18)  

Sharma, J. C. (1982). Gojri grammar. Central Institute of Indian Languages Grammar Series 

9. Mysore, India: Central Institute of Indian Languages. archives.org/item/oai:gial.edu 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/language-typology-and-syntactic-description/F4250D98B63306E13932BED28C651D4F

